Alan Semerdjian
ESP 9

Study Plan (sample)
Goals:

· I want to write poems about love…not sappy love poems but poems that deal with real love and all of its celebrations and challenges.  I’m very interested in figuring out a way to connect with readers while not being cliché.  I always see a difference between the things my classmates and I write during creative writing exercises and the texts that my teachers have shared with me over the years.  I’d like to be able to talk about those differences in a clear way and, hopefully, write in a more mature fashion.
· I want my poems to be more accessible while remaining complex.

· I still want my readers to work but maybe not work so hard to understand or gain meaning from my poems.

· I want to send out work to a contest or publication.

Learning Activities:

· I plan to read poems by poets I have heard of but never heard.  Two contemporary writers that come to mind (that my former teacher mentioned) are _______ and ________.  I also plan to check out poets who wrote over a hundred years ago because they most likely wrote in a way that was, perhaps, more accessible to the public.  

· I plan to practice writing in new styles I learn while reading these poets.

· I’d like to read an essay or two about poetry…maybe about poetic complexity.
· I plan to share poetry with my peers and come up with a way to receive and process their feedback.

· Maybe read articles on love?  Examine the relationships around me and reflect on what I see?
· Practice reading poems aloud?  Maybe watch videos of poets doing this?

Calendar: (see reverse)

End of the Year Exhibition:

· I’m definitely going to make a collection of writing.  Because I’ve thought of this before, I’m thinking my collection will be called The Birds and Other Flying Things.  Birds have always felt like a symbol for me (for love, for death, for fragility, for music, etc.).  As I said earlier, it will be about love and interpersonal relationships.  I’m not sure what the cover art will be, but maybe it will involve some of the poems in the book.

· I’d like to do a reading of at least one poem at the presentation.
· If I get published, I’d love to include the publication in which my work is printed.
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Period 7 (Blue)



Proposal Form for The English Scholars Program (SAMPLE)
Topic: Poetry Portfolio, Book of Poems

End of the Year Goals: 

1) Create a portfolio of poetry (maybe in the form of a book?)

2) Enter poetry into contests, publications

3) Learn new styles and techniques

4) Read poetry that will serve as a model for my work

5) Read modern/living poets

Quarterly Goals:

1st quarter:

1) Draft poems

2) Read model poems

3) Share poetry with peers for opinions

4) Make a list of contests I want to enter…if there’s a contest that I can enter during the 1st quarter AND if a piece is finished and ready, I will enter the contest.

2nd quarter:

1) Try new techniques while drafting

2) Start selecting pieces for portfolio…do this by quarter (select the best pieces)

3) Share with peers (new and old)

4) Continue reading poetry

5) Research new publication opportunities (contests, awards)..submit work if ready

3rd quarter:

1) Begin revising and editing

2) Continue submitting work if ready

3) Sharing work with peers

4) Continue reading…

5) Begin thinking about what form the final product will take

4th quarter:

1) Make my final product*

2) Keep submitting if ready

3)  Final revisions and edits

4)  Finish reading the books I have chosen

