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Cell Phone Policy

INTRODUCTION

Cell phones in the hands of students can be both a helpful communications tool and a source of
considerable frustration. On one hand they allow students and parents to be in touch with each
other quickly and directly. This is particularly valuable in an emergency. While true emergencies
are relatively rare, parents and students value the reassurance that they can communicate with
each other if the need arises. Cell phones are certainly easier, quicker and more reliable than
sending messages through a main office or via a pay phone in the hall as was the case a
generation ago.

On the other hand cell phones in school can be very disruptive. Clearly, a ringing cell phone
disrupts a class as much as it does a family dinner, a business meeting or a religious service.
Given advances in technology, a ringing cell phone is, however, only a portion of the problem.
With the capacity to set phones on vibrate and the ability of many students to send text messages
without looking, disruptive cell phone use has become less obvious, of greater concern and a
more time consuming challenge for teachers. Cheating via cell phone has also become easier. In
addition, both parents and teachers have expressed concern over the use of cell phones by some
students to harass other students.

The challenge is to develop policies which balance the desire of parents and students to be able
to communicate with each other in appropriate circumstances with the desire of teachers and
parents to have an educational environment which allows all students and their teachers to focus
their full energy and attention on learning.

Advances in technology and the ingenuity of students continually challenge the capacity of
schools to set reasonable policies and practices. What we are requesting differs from one level to
the next, based on the age and maturity of students. The underlying philosophy at all levels is the
same, however - to have all students and teachers be able to focus their full attention on
education with minimal distraction.

The purpose of these guidelines is to reinforce the behavior of the vast majority of students who
currently behave in an appropriate manner and address the behavior of those students who seem
to have difficulty abiding by them. Guidelines have also been developed for staff, parents and
visitors.

As with all disciplinary cases, teachers and administrators are expected to make the final
determination of appropriate discipline based on the specific circumstances.

GUIDELINES

Elementary
Student use or possession of cell phones at the elementary level is strongly discouraged. Special
circumstances which would require the student to have a cell phone should be discussed with the
building principal in advance.

Middle School
Students are permitted to have cell phones, but all phones must be off (off, not on vibrate)
throughout the school day and not visible.

For the first and second infraction, a warning will be issued to the student. The cell phone will
be confiscated by the staff member and sent to the Main Office. The cell phone can be picked up
by the student in the Main Office at the end of the school day.
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Third Infraction – Lunch detention with notification to the family. The cell phone will be
confiscated by the staff member and sent to the Main Office. The cell phone can only be picked
up by the student’s parents from the Main Office.

Further infractions – Cell phone confiscated by the staff member and sent to the Main Office.
The parents contacted. Parents must then pick up the cell phone or make arrangements with the
Assistant Principal or Principal for pick-up. Student discipline will be after-school detention or one
day suspension.

High School
Cell phones permitted in non-instructional areas only. Cell phones must be off (off, not on vibrate)
and not visible in any instructional area. Instructional areas are defined as any classroom,
computer lab, auditorium, gym, library or meeting room in which students are present and
receiving instruction, studying, reading, taking a quiz or test or meeting in an assembly.
Exception:  With the teacher’s permission, students may use cell phones to copy assignments
on the homework board.

First Infraction
Warning – Cell phone sent to the Assistant Principal’s Office by the staff member. Student
required to meet with the Assistant Principal at the end of the day to retrieve cell phone.

Second Infraction
One-hour detention - Cell phone sent to the Assistant Principal’s Office by the staff member for
retrieval by the student at the end of the school day. Parents contacted by the Assistant Principal

Third Infraction
Two-hour detention – Cell phone sent to the Assistant Principal’s Office by the staff member.
Parents contacted by the Assistant Principal. Parents must then pick up the cell phone or make
arrangements with the Assistant Principal for pickup.

Fourth Infraction
In-school suspension - Cell phone sent to the Assistant Principal’s Office by the staff member.
Parents will be contacted and must then pick up the cell phone or make arrangements with the
Assistant Principal for pickup.

Staff, Parents and Visitors
No cell phone or text messaging use in instructional areas. Instructional areas are defined as any
classroom, computer lab, auditorium, gym, library or meeting room in which students are present
and receiving instruction, studying, reading, taking a quiz or test or meeting in an assembly. Cell
phone off or on vibrate at all other times, if possible. When and where possible, staff and parents
are encouraged to use cell phones in areas not visible to students.
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